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Overcoming challenges is nothing new to the VFW Auxiliary, 

and this is especially true for the Hospital Program. In 1914, 

the year our organization was formed, our country was in the 

midst of World War I and suffering from a devastating 

influenza epidemic. This resulted in almost 25,000 deaths—

which were more than twice the number of lives lost due to 

battle. From that time forward, there have been many wars 

and multiple pandemics; through it all, our members have 

persevered, working diligently to show their unwavering 

support for the veterans we serve.  

 

Over the last couple years, COVID-19 has created yet another challenge in our efforts to serve 

hospitalized veterans. Some facilities still do not allow visitors—but for our dedicated 

volunteers, that is just another bump in the road! You have found so many creative and 

innovative ways to work around the problems and you are to be commended for your efforts. 

 

I just want to take a moment to remind you that the forms and 

resources associated with the Hospital Program are now available 

behind your MALTA login. (Formerly, these forms were under the 

“Resources” tab on the National website). You will need to log in to see 

them; and if you don’t already have an account, you should create one.  

Having this information on MALTA makes it so very easy to access 

award forms, volunteer recruitment posters and ideas, the VAVS Guide and much, much more! 

Our members can also access the National Program Book on MALTA.  I encourage all of you 

to take a moment to explore MALTA to see what is there, because this information is extremely 

helpful for Hospital Chairmen/volunteers to know and share. Here is a link to the MALTA Login 

site (but remember…you must create a login to access Member Resources):   

 

MALTA LOGIN 

 

 

I have a suggestion for Department Hospital Chairmen that will make your Year-

End Report to your respective Department Presidents a little easier. (Although 

the Year-End Report form was sent to all Chairman, it can also be accessed in 

MALTA). At the end of the year, you will be responsible for answering every 

question on that form—and if you have not tracked the projects, hours, miles and dollars, the 

Department President may not have enough information to accurately relay those figures to 

me. So, ideally, your Department Year-End Reports should include each question on the 

mailto:spindler@frontier.com
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National Year-End Report. If you haven’t covered all the bases, you might want to amend your 

Report to reflect this information. 

 

I encourage all Department Chairmen to be diligent about 

promoting the National awards. From my experience serving in 

that capacity, I learned it was kind of like pulling teeth to get our 

members to complete the necessary award forms to send to the 

Department Chairman. Preferably, these forms should be shared 

at the beginning of the year, and again towards the end. If we 

don’t keep reminding, encouraging and promoting the importance 

of this information, many Auxiliaries and Departments may not 

participate. To be considered for an award, the necessary paperwork must be completed by 

the Auxiliaries, signed by the Department Chairmen and mailed directly to me. Note:  

Please do not send citations directly to National, as they will be sent back. Don’t let your 

Auxiliaries miss out on being recognized for their many wonderful projects! 

 

So far, my records show that all but eight states have sent materials to me— so overall you are 

doing great! There is always the possibility that some have sent information and it did not 

reach me. Since I am not perfect (believe it or not) the error could be on my end, too. If you 

sent material to me and did not receive confirmation, please let me know. 

 

Many of you have asked me questions about what is reportable for the Program. I am always 

happy to help answer inquiries; and if I am uncertain, please be assured that I will do my best 

to find out the correct response. Feel free to contact me with any questions or concerns you 

may have, either by phone or email. 

 

It seems to me that this year is passing at record speed! The 

Autumn leaves are beginning to fall, and the air is getting 

crisp. It won’t be long before the holidays are upon us, and I 

am looking forward to learning about all your creative 

projects! As you plan events, remember that your creativity 

counts!   

 

 

It is disappointing that only 15 members have joined our 

private Facebook group for the 2022-2023 Department 

Hospital Chairmen! The page is specifically for Department 

Hospital Chairmen to share their creative ideas and provide encouragement to one another. 

It’s a place where you can post pictures, ask questions and discuss what is working (and 

what’s not) in your respective Departments. Check it out! Here is the link: 2022-2023 VFW 

Auxiliary Hospital Chairmen | Facebook. Request to join and you will be approved-Hospital 

Chairmen only.  

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/354633386630906
https://www.facebook.com/groups/354633386630906


On a final note, please know that your good deeds, kindness and willingness to serve make a 

tremendous difference in the lives of the veterans we serve. Thank you from the bottom of my 

heart for all you do! 


